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LETTER. 


me Joseph P P. Bosworth 
%. 


to Rev. H. Ballou. ‘his kingdom. ». T solemnly’ ‘cautioned the Rev. | 


to his works. “Verily L say — ou, there be| the same purpose. And such was the manifest 
some standing here which shail not taste of tenure of this claim, that my opposer was con- 
‘death, till they see the Sop of man coming in | strained, though with great reluctance, to grant 
it. Bat contended that it had. reference. also t 
a foture judgment aad retr » "Fo which 1 
tious with regard to. fiis’statement respecting. replied, The testimony of divine inspiration con- 


to: be cau-a 


at enfieman, with whom | cop: 


wei, sion 
- Doxsinyy Dee. 29, 1826 fines the whole to the generation in which our 


| Seg ae te pa 


| 


Dear other, —On the 24th of this Salon 
‘attended meeting in the Congregational meeting 
house, in this place, where. the Rev. Mr. Gan- 
nett, of Boston, as I am informed, preached. — 
He introduced public service by reading the 
‘16th chapter of St. Matthew, taking care to 
omit the last verse, which reads as follows: 
‘Verily I say unto you, there be some standing’ 
here which shall not taste of death ull they see | 
the Son of man coming in his kingdom,” Wheth-} 
‘er the Rev. Gentleman omitted the above cited 
words because he was. sensible that they dis- 
prove the statements which he made, in his Ser- 
‘mon,in relation to rewarding men ina future state 
according to their werks in this life, or be- 


_ -eanse he thought that these words of the Sav- 


’ Rev. Hosea Ballou. 


jour, which are introduced with the word Verily, |; 


are not worth his notice, isa question to be de- 
cided. If he omited these words that he might 
-keep himself in countenance while holding up 
a sentiment which is disproved by them, may 
he not be admonished against such presumption, 
at least, until he can furnish proof that his au- 
thority is paramount to the authority of the Sav- 


Goan? “Ifhé omited them because he thought 
' them of too little consequence even to read, 


songht he not to be able to show that they be- 
dong not to the system of divine revelation? 
Yours, in the bonds of love, 

Josers P. Bosworrn. 


REMARKS, 


‘ The foregoing information reminds me of a 


conversation which | lately had with a reese | 


table clergyman of this city, in which he labor- | 
ed to prove, from the scriptures, that men will. 


« be punished i in a future world for faults commit-. 
of course, that sin is not ade-_ 


“ted in this, and, 
quately recompensed in this world. Among 
other scriptures he brought, what the clergy 
are in the habit of calling the last judgment, in 
the latter part of Matthew 25. In my reply, l 
informed him, and eur friends present, that 


where we read in the New Testament the tes-. 


timony of Jesus, concerning his coming with bis 
holy angels, kc. 10 reward men according to, 
their works, it isa fact worthy of due notice, 
that the testimony confines the time: of such 
eoming and retribution to the generation in. 
which Jesus lived in the flesh. ‘The passage 
which Mr. Gannett omitted to read, as stated in | 
the above letter, was the first which I adduced 
to support my statement. But the Rev. Gentle- 
man with whom I. was conversing was obliged 
to contend that the coming mentioned in the last 
verse did not mean the same as was mentioned 
in the verse preceding. ‘The two verses to- 
gether read. thas: ‘For the Son of man shall 
cove in-the glory of his Father, with his angeis ; 

and then he shall reward every manu accordi ng 


the above passage. 
that the coming mentioned in the last verse was. 
;not the same as that mentioned in the verse 
preceding. I then brought forward Mark viii. 
last, ix.’ 1st,; where. we, read: ‘“*Whosoever, 
therefore, shall be ashamed of me, and of my) 


But he persisted in saying” 


Saviour lived, but the ‘testimony of man refers 
it to a future state ! 

I cannot but recommend to our clergy of dif- 
| ferent denominations, to set themselves seriou 
ily to work to- understand the scriptures on the 


words, in. this adulterous and sinful generation, | subject above noticed ; for if they wiil but hon- 
of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, jestly try to understand them, they will find it 
when he cometh.inthe glory of his Father, with | | perfectly convenient, although they would there- 
the holy angels. And he said unto them, Verily | by be compelled to relinquish their present 
I say unto you, that there be some of them that| views, and to discontinue their own unwarrant- 


stand here which. shall not taste of death till 


| they have seen the kingdom) 0 God come with 


power.” Here again my opponent put on cour- 
age, if courage it can be called, to say that the 
coming mentioned in the last cited verse was 
not the same which is.mentioned in the preced- 
‘ing. I then presented him with St. Luke ix. 26, 

21, “For whosoever shal! be ashamed of me, 
| and of my words, of bim shailthe Son of man be 
ashamed, when he shall come in his own glory, 
and in bis Father’s, and of the hely anzrels.— 
But | tell you ofa truth, there be some standing 

here, which shall not taste of death till they see. 
the kingdom of God Here again my oppo-. 
nent would not allow that the Saviour meant to 
inform those to whom be spake, 
them would live till he should come in his glo- 
ry, &c. I then brought my opposer to Mat. 


xxiii, 36, which reads thus; “Verily | say unto. 


you, all these things shall come upon this gen- 
eration.”” Here he would net deny that the 
judgment threatened in the preceding verses 
would be accomplished on the people while: 
that generation lasted. We then come to Mat. 
xxiv. 20, &c. “Immediately after the tribulation. 
of those ‘days shall the sun be darkened, and the 
moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall 
fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens 
shall be shaken; and then shall appear the sign 
of the Son of man-in heaven: and then shall all. 
the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see 
the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven 
with power and great glory. 
his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and | 
they shall gather together his elect trom the’ 
four winds, from one end of heaven to the 
‘other. Now learn.a parable of the figtree:— 
When his branch is yet tender, and, putteth forth: 
‘leaves, ye know that summer is nigh: So like- 
wise ye, when ye shall see all these things, 
know that it is near, even at the doors. Verily 
iI say unto you, this generation shall not pass, 
till, all these things be fulfilled.” Here is set 
forth the coming of Christ in his glory, with his 
angels, as described in the hefore-mentioned 
passages, and all coniined to that generation for 
its fulfilment; and this the Rev. Gentleman 
could netdeny. ‘Lhe moment this was granted, 
not only all the other passages put in their 
ctaim to be fulfitied in that generation, but the 


passage in the 25th chapter, which has been 


cailed the Jast judgment, urged its claims for 


that any of 


And he shall send | 


H. B. 


a statements on the subject. 


FOR THK MAGAZINE. 


| DELIVERY of the SCRIPTURES and CHARGE 
at the ORDINATION of Br. J. H. BUGBEE, 
in PLYMOUTH, MASS. DEC. 22, 1826. By 
Br. 8S. STREETER, of BOSTON. 


Brornen Bucser,—Agreeably to the usage 
}of our Churches, and in compliance with the 
| request of this Ordaining Council, { present to 
you the Holy Scriptures. eh hey are, as we 
firmly believe, a revelation of the will and pur- 
poses of God to his offspring man. Im this sac- 
_red volume, He has condescended to communi- 
cate a perfect digest of theology and morals. It 
contains the only perfect system of religion and 
morality, ever known, or which will ever be 
known by mankiud. In the Bible, we have the 
only authentic indications of a spiritual renova- 
tion of the human race ; and the only infallible 
assurances of a resurrection from the dead, toa 
holy and immortal life in the presence and king- 
‘dom of God. You will therefore, receive it, 
my Brother, as an invaluable gilt of our heay- 
-enly Father, as the christian Minister’s daily 
manual. In every department, and through 
every period of your pastoral labors, let it be 
“ta light to your feet, and a lanip to your path.” 
While guided by its directions, you will never 
err, either ip the theory or practice of religion. 
—It is customary to accompany the preseuta- 
tion of the holy Volume with a Cuarcr, em- 
bracing somewhat specifically the duties of the 
christian ministry; but the variety of this day’s 
services admonishes me not to go much into de- 
tail in this department of duty. I-theretore, 
solemnly charge you to preach to this people 
the doctrine and daties which you-find revealed 
in this holy Book; and always be careful to en- 
force its precepts by the influence of your own 
eX: imple. —'That yon may be the roughly quatifi- 
ed for this, search the scriptures ; search them 
devoutly, diligently and prayerfully. Studious- 
ly avoid the prevalent custom of “adopting ihe 
sentiments of a popular sect, and thus poreing 
over the sacred pages to find some isolated pas- 
sages which seem to support, them. --It matters 
not whether a tevet be derived from (he decre- 


tals of papa: pontiffs, or from the summaries of 
. . “ 


dishonorable to God|ry that he the pilgrims, infinitel You and | have entered the sacerd+ sl office 
as « universal Parent, or to Christ asthe Sav-|than the house where you minister, does the aL spropitins period. By ovr gery * “' | 
tour of the world, it is falve, and should there-| rock upon which» they worshipped. ‘he soul-| ministry the battle has been fought anc gnine 
fore be rejected With respect to religions) chilling hort6rs of interminable misery are no! Fought did Tsay? Yes—-bat not with curna 
sentiment, “call no man upon earth master.”——| part of your mes: No: you are to publish weapons, such as were employed in the relig- I 
For a knowledge of the system of divine truth, the “grace of God which bringeth salvation to) tous wars of the Eastern worid, which te ir 
goto the Scriptures’ Make yourself familiarly | all men, teaching them to deny ungodliness and |soned the fields of Europe with the blood ) 
acquainted with all parts of them. © Stady them)! worldly lusts, and to Jive soberly, righteously, | martyrs,—not in the rage and spirit of intoler- 


nol only const.sily, and with an intense mead godly ip the present world.” ance which drove our Puritan fathers to these 


lo understand them, but study them methodical-| May the inspirations of this celestial doctrine, Shores, which were bound with ice, and when 
ly. They contain history the most ancient and; and the associations of this place, constantly the wilderness bowled with storms of winiGn 
interesting: prophecies ‘he most grand and glo-| warming and animating your heart, render your but the weapon used by our predecessors in ihe: 
riows ;—doetrine the Most sublime and heavenly ;| mivisterial course, like the *patb of the just that} ministry, was “the sword of the spirit, which as 

aad precepts the most rational and useful. An) shineth more ‘and more unto the perfeet day.” | the word of God. 

acquaintance with each of these branches of sac- i a% ; 

red trath, will be highly, if not equally conda- 

sive to your reputation and usefulness as a 

shristian minister; and therefore, will require, 


ous ae We have few new foes to encounter, and the | 

RIGHT HAND OF FELLOWSHIP, — |old ones have grown weary’of the contest" 
; They have poured out the cup of their indig-~ 

nation, theirobloquy to its very dregs, but not to’ 

At suitable times, 4 distinct and patient investi- more, of Scituate. our harm. Theirshalts of hatred bave been” 


gation. | Brother Buybee,—\t has long been the custom | repelled by “the shield of faith,” and “Kelmet of 
When occasion requires, administer the ‘ele christian church, to present a brother, at|S#vation,” and caused to return, and by the: 


Delivered on the same occasion, by Br. Benjamin Whitte- 
wances of christianityAvith that devotion and s0-| is induction to the pastoral office, with the force they gave them, wounded those frem 
lemnity which thew origin and importance de-| piobt hand. being a vublic token of the fellow-| Whose hands they came.’ ‘Ihe increase of our 
maod. Never suffer them to usurp the throne ship of thé ctderintvtict hie Miamalatiots are | order is without a.parallel among other orders 
of the Saviour; but remember they are means) i, pe employed. On this occasion, that duty, |! modern times. Some who have gone before 
which he has appointed tor the reformation and | ynq f inst add, privilege, have been adeiieried | 03 in the work which we have entered sleep iu 
evmfort of his redeemed. me. 1 delight in bidding you welcome to the | the silent valley; others haye almost finished 
‘Be pradent and circumspect in your com-} japors and jovs of the ministry of reconciliation: |their course. Let us be grateful to them, and A 
merce with the world, and in your parochial in- | pecayse | am persuaded that you will cheerfully faithful to each other. It will give those Living 
ae fe the Troe of your pociely | devote to it, your heart, your time, and your the greatest joy, and ease their dying pang, to 
as often asthe yariety and pressure of other du- a r eeviga i dsi see us and the cause which we ‘have espoused, | 
ties will permit; and when you'go among the + sis hace et a MA a Sor aa Re prosperous. If brotherly love, and out oniteg : 
ald or the young, endeavor to feel deeply influ-) ytrer—-no hell of unending wo to tinlock before ‘efforts can secure them this favor, it must be 
enced by the friendship and compassion of Christ,| the affrighted vision of your hearers—no mes- | (Aeu’s. Ss 
and always appear just as you feel. Steep your’ sage which shail chill their affections, and ary | My Brother, permit me to express my hearty 


very soul in the spirit of the lowly Jesus, that) yp the streams of humanity; but the loving| congratulations, on the bappy prespects which 
you may be too humble to overlook the cottaze 


of (he poor, and too affectionate to neglect them. 
They, in a peculiar manner, need the supports, we : : 
consolations, and hopes of the gospel. Phe love whiclr.thid:people, hove evincéammp 


rah) ; rit : ae ad oF = ; thus publicly setting you apart, as their pastor in °” 
Within the circle of your acquaintance YU | ten with cold indifference, or unfeeling negiect a F crdotena hath ie ek nf ftw incall : 
will discover many errors and prejudices which ips the : ‘ ; Ags ae ; nS ae 
y 


kindness and tender mercy of our heavenly; have opened before you, thus early in’ site, and 
Father, will be the womentous subject of your|in the commencement of your ministry, 

/minisiry ; a Sbbject upon which you can never 
dwell, and-towhich your hearers cun never lis-} 


aged, and to the young—to your irtends! «. ; AS : 
Ay ee ene . $s . Un; ‘tested for the cause in which you labor, by 
you will find it your duty to oppose, and if poss) .o.. your enemies. you will speak on this glo- | , Joie 


. Sg Ral ; r ail ‘ ; ‘ " e oO lerecting this large and convenient house with 
sible'to* remove; but you will remember that) rions subject. Chis, with other duties specified} . 4 : / 


|S 


ie : eem to you all necded encouragement, alten- 
in the charge you have received, will employ | 


they ore misfortunes rather than crimes, and rs 
. 7 yt tion and support. They will delight to oecupy 
your) future labors asa servant of Christ, in| 


therefore use special mildness, and show a tean- ehRely ldvely Ebi Seth» 
penrd Le Dai eres nied Pape : i {hose seats with thelr jlovely chillagren at thoi 
der regard for the failings of others. Let Your Which you will receive our hearty co-opera- y 

lnguage and manners be gentle and persuasive, | 


rather than overbearing and dogmatical ; and) 
never be anxious to confound, where there is MO laccept asatoken of fellowship from this or-) J ; AY ; 

prospect of convincing an opponent ead Soe : ies new and.old, and break to them the bread of 
- | 3 prt . 'daining council, from the respective societies to! \.¢: ; Ay a3 if aS are ‘ 
‘Finally. my Brother, endeavor to be a “fuith-| 4:21 rae - tife. You will witness the tears of joy moisien- 
y. my t4~ atO-' which we belong, and from the societies and}. P ; : ; 

o jing their eyes, when you illustrate the impar- i 


: side, and listen to your jnstruction, leng as you 
ion A 


I presintgrows thinight béldy’wivich-} oc-will| eet attend to the duties of your profession, 
a sph : 3 / 


wring from “the law and the testimony,” things 


fa! steward of the manifold grace of God.——an) pi nicrape nn} ; - atic? ‘ : 

: ’ ministers united in the general Convention of! |; goodness of God, by the sunbeams, by the 
nit rts . "copious showers of rain, by the pearly dews; 
Pate ' sigaily hes: nto poe eiMine. (224 more especially by the fife, sufferings, and 
conident of your integrity, ‘aduity, anc wilihs-| death of our benevolent Kedeemer. You will 


ness to discharge the daties of the swinisterial | 


tament, not of the letter which killeth, but of : pe , */see their whole souls engaged, when you speak q 
’ pocation—thatl ¥ wil assis | 9s : 4. = % ? ee ‘ 
| vocation—that we | assist you in the perior ,of the morning of the resurrection, when pain,. : 


the spirit which giveth life.” ; : 
. mance ef those duties, by our labors, our instruc- ! ; , ‘i . 
Che location of your labors will naturally. 2 9Y 4 inte | death, and corruption, shall be swallowed up ol : 


: : tion, and our prayers. In alt laudable endeav-| \-5 : : : 
4 4 S . ~} a ~ ' : > sur . ‘ oys. 
awaken many interesting, solemn, and pleasing | ors to increase the knowledge of divine truih,, ffs BREIL geo usiBe in Ne 
recollections, It bas fallen to your jot to minis- 


rite 1S- we skall lend you our assistance and encourage-| | When your prayers and devotions ascend from 
ter in the town forever hallowed as the landing ment. [In your pros erity we shall rejoice—in | this alter, how unlike the condition of the pil: 
place of the Fathers af New-England ; and to cases of adversity you may expect oursympathy.|¢rims, will be yours, when their first prayers 
receive the solemnities of ordination on the an- Gy your part ‘we shall expect that these favors) aud devotions arose up before God) from these { 
niversary of this great event’ Two hundred yiif ge profaply reciprocated. As seaneind Se ] need pot attempt a-description. Sul . 
ant six years ago this day, the heaven-protected ‘to this, | wait for the hke teken from you.—It | fice it to say, yon live to sec, believe, und re« 
pil -rims knelt down upon the neighboring shore, | ig enough. “Weare brothers by inutual consent | joice with hundreds around you in that light 
and offered their prayers aud homage in the! _ prothers'of the same faith—-brothers and fel-| which they were confident would bnrst upon 
new world. A rock was their altar, a dreary jow laborers’in the same divine cause—even|the world, “but died without the sight.” All 
wilderness their sanctuary, and a fierce race of ‘the cause of almighty and unbounded love. around you, is encouraging—all before you, is 
savages the beings which surrounded them— | Br. Bugbee,—God grant that the promises! ominous of good. The harvest is extensive— 
How different yoor situation—You bend upon a \which we have interchunged may never be | the laborers are few—yowkservices are needed. 
teh te the G 1 tes 5 ag temple conse: shamefully disregarded or willully viglated—| Go on, brother, and prosper. Labor with all 
powy tke os dali 2 ay ae ra but that we may strive together for the promo. diligence in the vineyard of our common Mas- 
friends. Under these improved van ye tion of his (ruth and righteousness. As the doe. ter—and after a long and happy lile of prosper- 
you are hereafter to proclaim ft om this iesk 2 trine which we pretess is thai of love, may our | ity aud uselutnena+—God grant you a glorious fe- 

: eke: Ar iT lee us") © conduct be such, toward each other, and toward) lease from the shackles of mortality, and acinus 
fectrine which surpasses in tenderness and glo-} the world. 'sion inte the kingdom of rest. 


example of the believers in word,-—in doctrines 
—-in faith—in spirit—-in purity. “Make full 
proof of your ministry,” and show to.the world 
that you are an “able minister of the New Tes-| 


Universalisis, and aiso as a token of my personal 


PARENTAL Liks. 

We believe that the slight regard in which 
strict truth is held among mankind, is principal. 
ly owing to the ties which are told to children 


by their parents during the few first years of 
their lives. 


lie on the table for consideration until Monday. 
Monday it was read again, when some debate in 
its favor followed. Two members then spoke 
in a warm and earnest manner in favor of Bible 
and Missionary Societies only. The other 
schemes for getting money were left pretty 


Then is the time that permanent} much without defence. It was easy to perceive 


impressions may be as well made as at any later | from the countenances of the members, that all 
period. It is then, probably, that what is.called! that was said in favor of the modern schemes 


the natural propensity of a child is unfolded. 
Many pe 
Jying, and whip their children, if they detect 
them in it, yet make no scruple of telling and 
‘acting to them the most atrocious falsehoods. 
There are few parents who do not do this in a 
greater or less degree, 
oul dreaming they are guilty of criminal decep- 
tion. With many the whole business of man- 
aging their children is a piece of mere artifice 
and trick. They are cheated in their amuse- 
ments, cheated in their food, cheated in their 
dress. Lies are told them to do any thing that is 
disagreeable. Ifa child isto take physic, the 
mother telis him she has something good for him 
todrink; if reluctant, she says she will send for 
the doctor to cut off his ears, or pull his teeth, or 
that she will go away and leave him, and a thou- 
sand things of the same kind, each of which 
may deceive once and answer the present pur- 
pose. but will invariably fail afterwards. — Pa- 
rents are too apt to endeavor to. pacify their 
children by making promises they never intend 
to pertorm. If they wish, for instance, te take 
away some eatable which they fear will be in- 
jurious, they reconcile them by the promise ofa 
ride, or a walk, or, something else which will 
lease them, but without any intention of gratify- 
ing them. ‘This is lying, downright lying. Peo- 
ple thok nothing of preaking their promises to 
children, if the performance be not perfectly 
convenient.  -But they are the last persons to 
whom promises should be broken, because they 
cannet comprehend the reason, if there be one, 
whys they are not kept. Such promises should 
be scrupulously redeemed, thongh at a great 
inconvenience, and even when inadvertently 
made. For the clild’s oral habit is of infinite- 
ly more cousequence than any such incon- 


venience can be to the parent. 
U. S. Lit. Gazette. 


. 


From the (Buffalo, N. Y.) Gospel Advocate. 


THE REFORMED BAPTISTS—acam. 


In our forty-sixth and forty-sevenath numbers we pub- 
“ished the “Declaration of the Reformed Baptist Churches 
- in the state of North Carolina,’’* which set forth their'de- 

termination to have no fellowship with thove christians 
who adhered to traet, missionary, and other sociéites of 
the kind. , ‘i'be ground which they assumed, appeared ten- 
able, and-we could but rejoice that a redeeming spirit had 
begun to prevail among th m.. But we feared thet their 
&Peclaration’? would meet with a cold reception from 
other societies of that faith ; knowing that it would be for 
the interest of some to a here to the begeing system, we 
expected to hear shat the eYort-on the part of the eform- 
ed churches would Le but pirtially, if at all suecessiul — 
But the following articles from the Reformer exhibit more 
_ promising results than we had anticipated. — The informa- 
tion obtained by the Ediior of the 
we are informed, is such as may be relied upon. 
respoudent says, 


“On the first Saturday in October, 1 atlended 
the Kehnkey Association for three days. ‘lhe 
Declaration of the Reformed Baptist Churches was 
introduced and read on Saturday, avd ordered to 


Pe ee eS 2S aE 
* Sce “Declaration”? in Uui. Magazi.e, Nos. 26 
.27, of the proweat volume. 


rsons who have a great abhorrence of 


though doubtless with-| 


|some of the, Delegates arose for the purpose ot 


abovementioned paper, | 
The cor-| then gave e 


and as they 
’ 


'and inventions of the present day to get money 
under pretence ot speading religion, had but lit- 
‘tle effect. The talk of those who undertook 
their defence, seemed like lawyers pleading a 
-bad cause before a jury well acquainted with 
ithe circumstances and ‘merits of the case, A- 
mong the numerous persons that attended the 
| Association with whom I have conversed, | 
‘found but four persons against any one of the 
‘articles contained in the Declaration, ‘Those 
‘in favor of the Declaration, however, did pot 
appear desirous to enter into much ‘debate re- 
specting it, being wiiling to leave it to the 
churches composing the Association, to reject or 
adopt it as they judged most suitabie; believing 
these churches the proper authority to make 
the decision. Accordingly it was by unanimous 
-yoice referred to the» churches-to decide re- 
specting it in their Jetters to the next AssoCcia- 
‘tion. Five churches [belonging to this Assacia- 
‘tion, it is presumed] 1 was imiormed had already 
signed the Deciaration, and in the five churches 
there were but three dissenting voices, 1 also 


Jearned that the churches in the jower part of 


‘the state would be unanimous in iaver of the 
Declaration, and in the upper churches they 
would be much divided respecting some of the 
Articles, but that the final issue would ve a di- 
vision in favor of the Deciaratiou.” 

At the Neuse Baptist Associalion, when the 
tion met and proceeded to business ip 
al way by reading letters, &c. several 


i] 


| Associa 
the usu 


‘churches.complained among oiher things oi the | 


missionary proceedivgs which bhadrbeen antro- 
‘duced among them-——others desired thai (he 
_Lord’s day might not be protaned by ipierrupt 
ing preaching to collect money. 
‘Declaration made by me Keformed bapust 
“Churches was read and ordered to lie ov the 
‘table for debate the nextday. On the next cay 


menced. After considerable bad veen said vy 
some of the members very much to ihe purpose, 
and a good deal by others but little to the point, 


leaving the Association, and considerable coniu- 
sien took place. The Moderator, logether with 
l other brethren, desired that the Delegaies would 
‘take their seats for a few minutes, and request- 
‘ed that they would remain with the Association 
‘one more year, observing that perbaps times 
/might get better. ‘They at length came to this 
‘conclusion, that if the Association would lake a 
yote on two things, and the decision war agree- 
able to their views, they would continue longer 
with the Association. After hearing their 20 
‘posals, the Association agreed to Gy So. both 
‘the things proposed were carredsby a large 
majority, one of which. was that moperson un- 
der missionary patronage, should Le admitted (o 
a seat in their next Agsociation. ‘The brethren 
ach other the right band of fellow- 
ship, and many seemed rejoiced at the result.— 
Says our correspondent—" Almost. every man 


you converse with in this part of the country, | 


can tell you something about the tricks avd 
schemes of missionaries to get money, insomuch 
that many of the Baptists think as bad of them 
do of negro speculators. . Indeed, if re- 


ports be true, they resort to measures to satisly 


Alter this, tie | 


the debate conceraing the Declaration com-) 


1 


o* 


I 


their craving desires for money, which men of 
only common honor would blush to own.” 


| 


' / 
[The following communication contains still later in- 
telligence from Nerth-Caroling. } 


FROM THE R&FORMER. 


Mr. Editor,—A few days since I was in com- 
pany with a member of one: of the Reformed 
Baptist Churches in the Raleigh Association, 
who was at the meeting of the nine Reformed 
churches, noticed in your October number.— 
Much to the joy of those nine churches, there 
were thirteen or fourteen churches who ‘enter- 
ed the. compact, and are called the Reformed 
Conference. ‘Iwo more of the churches were 
ready to join them as soon as some Jittle diffi- 
culties could be settled in these two churches. 
The thirteen churches haye adopted nearly the 
same articles as are contained in the Declara- 
‘tion of the nine Reformed’ Baptist. Churches— 
| declaring a non-fellowship’ with all money-col- 
lecting societies and anti-christian associations, 
, ‘These churches, 1 am informed, have great 
, peace and concord among themselves, and seme 
‘of the other party were present at their meet- 
‘ing, and wanted to know on what terms they 
could join and be united with them. They 
were told that they must adopt the articles con- 
tained in the Declaration, no part of which 
could be given up. | can assure you, Mr. Edi- 
tor, that the cause of reformation is making 
great progress among the people in these parts, 
and among the churches of nearly all sects.—— 
|The few remaining advocates for modern Wis- 
sionary schemes, do not now hesitace even toy 
coifess that the cause of missions in our state of 
North-Carolina, is nearly at an end. Indeed 
the money-begging business which has been 
carried on under pretence of promoting religion, 
has fallen into such disrepute, end become se 
|odious to the peuple, that the beggars cap hard- 
ly expect to obtain enough to pay themselves, 
and the Board of Missions, at their meeting ip 
1825, passed a resolution that no missionary 
beggar should have more than he collected, 
and whatever he collected over his wages should 
‘belong to the Board. Hence, as the begamg 
| business has become not only disgraceful bul ts 
/rendered so very uncertainin a pecuniary point 
of view, we may naturally conclude that the 
(rade of begging for missions, in these paris at 
‘least, has nearly come to a close. 

A SUBSCRIBER. 


i 
| 


| The MORAL TENDENCY of the CALVINISTIO 
DOCTRINE of CONVERSION. 


If there be any truth, or any value in the doc- 
itrine, it must carry with itself ap uniailing testi 
mony. T'bat is, persons, under the arbitrary 
operations of the Spirit must have iniailibie 
means of knowing the fact, tbat they may not 
he deceived by their own imaginations, and be 
led into a false and dangerous security. An ir- 
resistible influence of the Deity is in. all re- 
spects miraculous, and as such must operate 
with violence on the established Jaws of the hu- 
man constitation, which cannot be mistaken, 
And yet, what -bas been the test to which ap- 
peals have universally been made ? Has it not 
been certain. impressons, emotions, feelings, 
transports, ecsiacies, which are usually the 
growth of a warm imagination? Has there 
ever been an instance in which appeals have 
been made to the understanding ? ‘Has any cue 
ever made it appear, that his intellect was en- 
lightened, his judgment improved, or his wit- 
dom increased by the irresistible agency of the 
divine Spirit? No, How is it then, that the 


oo 
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Spirit of God always acts upon that qualily of 
our nature, which, of all others is the most fal- 
lible, Quctnating, and deceptive? The very same 
effects, and to their fullest extent, which are 
arged as a proof of dirine interposition, are fre- 
quently produced by natural causes, and exist 
where there is no renewal of heart, or reforma- 
tion of character. Is it credible, that the Su- 
preme Being decends into the heart of men 
with a miraculous agency of his Spirit, without 
giving them at the same time light and power 
to judge between his operations and the decep- 
tions of a heated imagination? 

You will say, probably, that such persons as) 
are really the objects of this agency, are never 
without a conviction, which with them amounts 
to absolute certainty. lam aware this. is as-. 
serted by many, who are sincere, and shave a 
confidence in the reality of their impressions. 
But in my mind, no stronger proof can be given 
of the fallaciousness of the doctrine. In the 
first place, their convictions come through the | 
feelings and the fancy. And then, these persons | 
aré by no means always distinguished for more | 
than ordinary purity of morals, or warmth of 
piety: so that it has been said, with too much 
truth, by a writer more distinguished for his 
cenios than his piety, “if we are tolda man is 
religious, we still ask what are his morals ?” And 
tust of all these persons often have totally oppo- 
site opinions respecting some of the most im- 
portant articles of christian trath, which they 
all profess with equal confidence to receive 
from a divine illumination. But the Spirit of 
fod can dictate only truth, and truth is always 
the same. With what encouragement can we 
tely on the convictions of those, who, with 
equal sincerity and confidence, make coatradic- | 
tory assertions? When it shall happen, that all 
persons, who profess to have immediate aid 
trom above, to free them from sin and enlighten 
them with trath, shall be found uniformly more) 
zealous in doing the deeds of piety and love, 


U 


who are confessedly deceived ? 


« 


would be to stop the sun in its course, or raise 
the dead to life. But as po proof can be ad- 
vanced, that miracles have been wrought since 
the time of the Apostles even for great- pur- 


poses, such as promoting the divine dispensa-— 


tions, or the general interests of mankind ; 
where is the humility, modesty, or good sense , 
of any man’s pretending, that the Supreme Be- 
ing has condescended to change the course of 
nature in his behalf, especially when the same 


argument, which he uses to convince himself of 


this fact, is used with equal assurance by others, 
eee ORE 


The tendency of a doctrine is best ascertain- 
ed by regarding its effects where it has the, 


‘greatest power of action ; and if we trace 


back the checkered history of the Church, it 
will present us with little, which we could de- 
sire to remember respecting the moral code of 
those sects, which have made the theory of a mi-- 
raculous conversion a leading tenet of their belief. 

History also affords a dismal picture of the 


‘deplorable effects of this doctrine, in the an- 
nals of fanaticism. Men have gone mad in the 
belief that their frenzy was the inward work- 


ings of the Spirit ot God. Next have come 


murders and rapines, persecutions and tortures 


hatred and malice, and every detestable vice, 
which could disgrace human nature and de-' 


‘moralize society. Keep within the compass of 


the Reformation, and run through the records’ 
of fanaticism from the fratricide of Alphonsus 
Dias, to the piteous delusions, which in recent: 
times have bewildered the followers of Hun- 
tineton, Brothers, and Southcott. he madness: 
of Muncer, Stubner and Storek, who kindled a 
civil war in Germany, sacrificed the lives of! 


ance and cruelty during the reigo of the un-| 
fortunate Charles, and the existence of the 
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than other christians of bumbler pretensions, Commonwealth; the ravings of Muggleton and 
and when they shall agree in reporting the Reeves, who declared it to be the unpardonable: 
truths, which they have received from the in- sin to reject what they called their spiritual 
stroctions of the Spirit, so far at least as to avoid: message ; the scorning zeal of the Puritans, 
contradictions and inconsistencies, they will ex-| which was ready to burst out with its consum- 
hibit better reasons for believing themselves ac-| ing fires upon ail, who did not profess to seek 
tuated by the irresistible agency of the Spirit of the Lord under the same influences as them- 
God. }selves,—-these facts and events with duaierows 

Again, if a change 


is thus miraculously | others of a similar nature, have been so many. 
wrought, how does it happen that in such a great) practical illustrations of the doctrine of conver- 
number of instances the effect soon dies away?)sion by an irresistible agency of the divine 


Look around among those, who have been the. 
subjects of what are commonly called religious | 
revivals, and observe how large a proportion | 
return in a short time to their former condition | 
aod habits. The most zealous, confident, and 
ecstatic, will frequently be among the first to 
sink back to. the apathy, from. which at one 
time they imagined themselves to have been 
raised bysthe special agency of the Holy Spirit. 
Will you say that such are not truly converted, 
or that, they resist the spirit? The first is 
certain, bat of the last who is to jndge? The 
person who falls away, is as certain of being 
wader a spiritual influence, as any one whe re- 
tains this conviction for years, and even throagh 
his whole life. But falling away is a proof 
that he was deceived. Very true, yet if one may 
be deceived fer a month or a day, so may anoth- 
eras long as he lives. Hence it is the very ex- 
cess of presumption to set up any pretensions, 
or make any assertions in the case. | 

Nor ought any one to rely on this kind of in-| 
fidence, till lie can prove that tife days of mira- | 
eles have never ceased. Conversion upon cal-) 
vinistic principles, is as mucha miracle, as it 


jdle to every wretched enthusiast to impute his 


Spirit. 

Now we frankly confess we cannot receive a 
doctrine as coming from Ged, not a trace of 
which we can find in the Scriptures, which is so 
tnilacious’in the testimony it gives of a divine 
origin, which is so defective in its practical ten- 
dency, and which has actually been made an in- 
strument in bringing down the greatest disor- 
ders, evils, and wretchedness upon the church, 
and upor society. The only aathority on 
which it rests, is the testimony of individuals. 
And in what does this consist? It appeals to 
certain emotions, feeciings, and frames of mind, 
which «may; come as readily from rational and 
mechanical, as from spiritual sources. Speak- 
ing ef the particulars of this testimony, the elo- 
quent James Foster observes, They sive a han- 


ravings, and follies, and wild starts of imagina- 
lion, to the spirit of their living God. And 
thus they consecrate delusion and imposture, 
and, if these be of a licentious and impnfe ten- 
dency, enable them with the more ease to ex- 
tirpate the natural seeds of virtue, and corrupt 
the morals.” . Sparks. 
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seuveren FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
HUMAN LIFE. 


BY BERNARD BARTON, ESQ. 
“In the morning it flourisbeth, and groweth up ; in the: 
evening it is cut down, and withereth.’’—Ps. xe. 6. 
1 walk’d the fields at morning’s prime, 
‘Lhe grass was ripe for mowing; 
The sky lark sang bis matin chime, 
And all was lightly glowing. 


“And thus,” I cried, “the ardent boy, 
His pulse with raptare beating, | 

Deems Life’s inheritance his joy— 
The future proudly greeting.” 


I wandered forth at noon :—alas ! 
On earth’s maternal bosom 

The scythe had left the withering grass 
And stretch’dthe fading blossom. 


And thus | thought with many a sigh, 
The hope we fondly cherish, 
ke flowers which blossom but to die, 
Seem only born to perish. 


Li 


Once more, at eve, abroad I stray’d, 

Through lonely hay fields musing ; 
While every breeze that round me play’d. 
_ Rich fragrance was diffusing. 


The perfumed air, the hush of eve, 
The purer hopes appealing, 
O’er thoughts perchance too prone to grieve, 
Scatter’d the balin of healing. 


For thus “the actions of the jnst,” 
When Memory bath enshrin’d them, 

E’en from the dark and silent dust 
Their odour leave behind them. 


Boston, is expect- 


a 2, , 

The Editor of Zion’s Herald has copied 

into that paper, the ‘Melancholy Warning to 
Drunkards,” noticed in our last. 
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MARRIED Ii THISCITY, 

By Rev. H. Ballou, Mr. Harrison Lorthrop 
to Miss Candace Clark; both of Boston. 

By Rev. Mr. Parktnan, Mr. Henry D. Wolcott 
to Miss Emily Chandler. 

By Rey. Mr. Jenks, Mr. Russell Loring, for- 
merly of Barnstable, to Miss Elizabeth Chase 
of Newburyport. . ; 

By Rev. John G. Palfray, 
to Miss Dolly Richardson. 

By Rev. Mr. Ripley, Mr. Jas. Bowes to Miss » 
Lydia Scolfield. ; 

By Rev. Mr. Ware, Mr. Elisha 'T 
Miss Hannah Dickerman. ae 

In Duxbury, Mass. By Rey. Benjamin Whitte- 
more, of Scituate, Capt. Daniel Weston, of Plym- 
ton to Miss Lydia Freeman, of Duxbary, 

DIF) IN THIS CITy, 

On Monday last, Charles Francis, 2d child of 
Mr. Henry Bowen, (senior publisher of this pa- 
per,) aged 2-—deaih caused by the clothes taking 
fire. He lived but 2 hours afier the accident. 

webiste aged 30. Mrs. Nancy Sa- 
vory, 35, widow of Mr. C ; i 
B. Rollins, 24. al ae 
Dr. Wm. Oliphant, a colored man. aged abont 
80. He was servant to Dr. Wm. Oliphant Sur- 
geon General of the U. 8. Army, during the re- 
vee es was wounded at the battle of 

orktown—he afterwards lj i i 
Adams’ family for many a ~ re 
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